
It is hard to believe that we have just completed the first semester. It has 

been a busy fall for our teaching staff. The 6th Annual All-Valley Schools 

Conference on October 12 was a great success. Zaretta Hammond,   

author of Culturally Responsive Teaching & The Brain was the keynote 

speaker. Mrs. Hammond spoke about being a culturally sensitive teacher 

and using culture to enhance student learning.  Teachers also had the 

opportunity to generate topics and chose what topic they attended during 

Ed Camp in the afternoon. 

In December many of us will be attending AVID trainings. Mrs. Elliott, 

Mrs. Roberts and I will be attending the AVID National  Conference in 

San Diego. New teachers - Mrs. Lewis (4th grade) and Mrs. Delman 

(Science/GATE) will be attending the  AVID Pathways Training in Santa 

Ana.  By the new year all of our teaching staff will have completed AVID 

training. 

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians donated 80 new Chrome-

books to Santa Ynez Elementary School. What a fabulous boost to our 

Technology offerings. (See story on page 3). 

Mark your calendars - as not only to we have our famous Annual Holiday 

program coming up, but several important events have already been 

planned for the new year!   

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! 
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 From Principal  Donner  

Minimum Day 
 

Dec. 4  
 

PTA/Scholastic Book Fair Dec. 7-11 

18th Annual Holiday  Pro-
gram—6:00p.m. - SY Gym 

Dec. 16 

Winter Break 

Classes Resume 

Dec. 18-Jan. 1 
Jan. 4 

STEAM Night and Dinner Jan. 13 

Authors-Go-Round Week -Gr. 5 Jan. 25 

School Spelling Bee Feb. 5 

SBCEO Spelling Bee Feb. 25 

 

       Our College School District PTA  

        has an AmazonSmile account!  

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price from your eligible Ama-

zonSmile purchases. The purchase price is the amount paid 
for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & han-
dling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. From time 
to time, we may offer special, limited time promotions that 
increase the donation amount on one or more products or 
services or provide for additional donations to charitable or-
ganizations. Special terms and restrictions may apply. Please 
see the relevant promotion for complete details. 

The holiday are here! Support the school and share the 
link with your family and friends! Click on the link below 
and start shopping! 

Go to AmazonSmile  

Program FAQ’s  

PTA Members!!! 

We are looking for volunteers  to help us cover our hot 
chocolate Fridays … and then in spring our ice cream  
Fridays. 

This is an easy way to volunteer. All we need you to do is 
be at the upper campus on the scheduled Friday by appx. 
2:15 and help serve either hot chocolate or ice cream for 
approximately an hour to an hour and a half. 

Everything will be set up and ready to go – we just need 
you! 

Many thanks in advance!! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/77-0490215
http://collegeschooldistrict.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Amazon-Smile-CSD-PTA.pdf
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GATE Students Designing Gingerbread Houses and Scare-

crows 

Mrs. Delman’s GATE (Gifted and Talented Education) students are using 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and Math) engineering 

principles to  design and build Ginger-

bread houses for the 3rd Annual Arts 

Outreach Gingerbread Wonderland in 

Los Olivos on Saturday, December 5. 

Using engineering principles and mak-

ing up building plans makes this sweet 

treat challenge far more than a holiday 

baking activity.  

Earlier in the fall students used a varie-

ty of materials to design scarecrows for 

the  SY Valley Scarecrow Festival.  Here 

are their creations. 

 

               NEW!  Robotics Club  

                        RoboCats Take 2
nd

 Place in Robot Competition 
 
A new club was started at school this fall – the Robotics Club.  They call themselves 
the RoboCats and they are off to a great start!  Members of the club include: Elizabeth 
Gomez, Jorge Puder, Nolan Van Schmus, and Valentine Valentine. The club’s advisor 

is parent Jen Van Schmus. 
 
The club is based around a competition put on by First Lego League (FLL) which uses Mindstorm Lego Robots.  There are four       
sections to the competition: Project, Core Values, Robot Design and Robot Competition.  The theme this year was Trash Trek.   Team 
members had to analyze their community’s trash and recycling system, pick a problem they thought was important, and come up 
with a solution.  The RoboCats chose a problem at school – no recycling was occurring at the school’s lunch tables.   
 
The RoboCats developed a fun and educational assembly for the upper campus students which culminated in placing blue curb side 
totes at the lunch table for students and staff to use.   
 
At the area competition the RoboCats presented their Project in front of a panel of judges.  They were also separately judged on how 
well they displayed Core Values (team work, friendly competition, being graciously professional, learning together, and sharing) and 
how well their Robot was designed.  
 
The highlight of the day was the Robot Competition in which the RoboCats took 2nd place out of 30 teams! An amazing accomplish-
ment for a rookie team.  The RoboCats  are planning on demonstrating the robot during Open House in spring and are excited about 

the fall 2016 competition. 

Center: Nolan Van Schmus 
Back left to right: Jorge Puder, 
Elizabeth Gomez, Valentine 
Valentine 



T = Technology 
College SD had the opportunity to significantly update their technology offer-

ings through a generous donation from the SY Band of Chumash Indians. The 

District received 80 new Chromebooks valued at more than $28,000. The do-

nation was a portion of the proceeds from the 11th annual Chumash Charity 

Golf Classic. Tribal Chairman, Vincent Armenta commented, “We hope these 

laptops make a real difference for these students as they prepare for their state 

testing.” 

Prior to the new additions of the Chromebooks, students were using little net-

books that have been in use for the past eight years.  Now students will be 

able to complete their work without having to leave their desks.  Also the new 

Common Core Standards utilize technology to help students think critically, 

collaborate on group projects, and problem solve.  The Chromebooks work at 

much faster speeds and allow students to have Google accounts and have 

access to Google Docs, which allow the students to work collaboratively. 

Principal, Mrs. Donner and the teachers are excited to use this newer technolo-

gy and give the students  an opportunity to upgrade their technology skills. 

Each student in grades 5-8 will have access to a Chromebook and the younger 

students will be sharing carts of the new equipment. 

Students in grades 5-8 taking a look at 
their new Chromebooks. With the dona-
tion of 80 new Chromebooks each stu-
dent will have access to a Chromebook. 

Domino Effect 

Domino effect is a fairly well-known mechanical effect in which a single 
falling domino (A tile of the tile-based game called Dominoes) causes a 
chain reaction. The resulting chain reaction depends on the size of ar-
rangement – number of arranged dominoes.  

Students enjoy the challenge or increasing the number of dominos that 
will fall and create unique structures that involve intricate patterns and 
then test their creations to see if all will fall. 

Did you know that in real life problem solving the Domino Effect has been used 
in natural instances such as the toppling of the Larson B ice shelf, the pattern 
toppling trees generate in a forest, and disturbances in economic systems.  

College SD students are STEAM’in forward! 

STEAM CLUB 

The STEAM Club is meet-

ing once a week at lunch 

time.  If you are interested 

in meeting other students 

who have the same inter-

ests in science, technology, 

math, and engineering 

come out and join us. The 

club is open to all students 

on the SY Elementary  

campus. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominoes


Kindergarten and 4th Graders Visit the Sedgwick Reserve 
 
Mrs. Snyder’s kindergarten and Mrs. Lewis’s 4th grade class visited the Sedgwick Reserve in Santa Ynez 
this month.  The students participated in a nature craft, scavenger hunt, habitat building, and visited a  
sacred Chumash site.  What a fabulous organization! 
 
Sedgwick Reserve joined the University of California Natural Reserve System in 1996 as one of seven     
Reserves in the care of the University of California Santa Barbara. The shared mission of the 39 Re-
serves in the UC Natural Reserve System is to contribute to the understanding and wise stewardship of 
the Earth and its natural systems by supporting university-level teaching, research, and public service at   
protected natural areas throughout California. 

Join Us for an Old Fashioned Christmas on December 16th at 6 p.m. at the Santa Ynez 
Gym! The 5th grade band will perform and each class will perform a pop-

ular holiday song!  Students love to perform for their parents and      
families and celebrate the holiday.   

Santa Ynez Christmas Event - December 12 from 12:00-12:30 p.m. at      
Panino’s.  The band, singers, and the SY Valley Jazz Band will perform 
under the direction of Kay Dominquez, Music and Performing Arts 

teacher. 

Kay Dominguez keeps the T/K students moving in a dance class - Robot Dance, Freeze Dance 

and Break Dance.  Students have such energy and enjoy movin’ to the music! 
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            Turkey Trot Fun Run and Canned Food Drive   
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The Lady Bobcats ended their season with a 2 to 0 win against Los  Olivos in 

the Valley Tournament this fall.  Santa Ynez started the tournament with a 

hard fought loss to Santa Ynez Charter School.  The Lady Bobcats returned to 

action the following night in a match up against the tournament’s second seed-

ed team, Dunn School.  The Lady Bobcats pulled out a dramatic 30 to 28 victo-

ry in game one and followed it up with a 25 to 23 win in game to advance to 

the Consolation Championship vs. Los Olivos. The Lady Bobcats finished the 

season as Consolation Champs and met their goal, which was to win the last 

game of the season.  Special thanks go to Megan Donner for coaching the girls 

to victory!   

2015 Lady Bobcats: Alexa Garcia, Aya Wyatt, Ella Maniscalco, Caty 
Gomez, Lizzette Rodriguez, Jasmine Saldivar, Amalia Villa, Coach Megan 
Donner.  Not pictures: Dafne Acosta-Silva, Diana Gomez 

Lady Bobcats Take Consolation Championship 

New Athletic Director, Greg Blessing coordinated the all-campus    

Turkey Trot Fun Run on Nov. 20.  Students got pledges for 

the whole walk from family and friends.  The funds raised will 

be used to support the Athletic Dept. toward new equip-

ment and uniforms.  Each class had a table to keep their Bob-

cat water bottles which were filled at the new hydration   

stations.  

The food drive is part of the  community outreach to help 

families have a good holiday sponsored by People Helping People. 
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All-School Annual Halloween Parade  
starts at Santa Ynez Elementary 

School stops by College School to pick 
up the younger students and heads 
into town to share their celebration 

and fun with Santa Ynez business 
owners and parents. 

Visit the website for additional 
pictures! 

College School District 
3525 Pine St. 
Santa Ynez, CA 93460 
collegeschooldistrict.org 
Phone: 805-686-7300 
Fax: 805-686-7305 

 

Visit  our website - www.collegeschooldistrict.org  -
often for activities, notices, info on the academic 
program,  Bob Cat Tales (Eng. and Spanish) and  
lots of pictures that can’t fit into the newsletter. 
There is a button for Spanish Translation and the  
District is working to translate all important notic-
es into Spanish for our parents.    

Getting Ready 

Here comes the parade! 

The parade comes to 
town! 

College kids 
waiting to join 
the parade - is 
it here yet???? 

Parents  waiting at 
the  Valley Grind 
and enjoying the 
parade over coffee 

Do I need a haircut? 


