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Trimester Awards 
Gr. 5-8th 
Gr. TK-4th 

Dec. 14 - Gym 
8:30 a.m. 
9:15 a.m. 

Scholastic Book Fair Dec. TBD 

Holiday Performance 
SY Gym 

Dec. 20 
6:30 p.m. 

Minimum Day Dec. 21 

Winter Break 
Classes Resumes 

Dec. 24 - 
Jan. 7 

National PBIS Conference in Chicago: 
College School District sent their Multi-
Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Lead-
ership Members to Chicago in October for 
the National Positive Behavior Interven-
tions and Supports (PBIS) Conference. 
This two-day forum is designed to help in-
crease the effectiveness of PBIS imple-
mentation. Schools from around the world 
joined the Santa Ynez Elementary MTSS 
Leadership Team in attending a rigorous 
menu of presentations given by leading 
school psychologists. 

December 2017 

This school year is off to a great start! 

 The 10th Annual SYV School-Wide Symposium featured 

Joni Degner, a nationally renowned Universal Design for 

Learning (UDL) Facilitator.  Her training on UDL offers an 

instructional planning and delivery framework for meeting 

the needs of an increasingly diverse student population.  

UDL is an approach that aligns to our MTSS model. Creat-

ing opportunities to engage all students in the learning pro-

cess regardless of ability and barriers provides capacity for 

better learning opportunities and outcomes for students.  

Our team also attended training with Katie Novak through 

SBCEO as a follow-up. 

 7 members of the Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) 

attended the National Positive Behavioral Intervention and 

Supports Conference at the Chicago Hilton.  Staff took ad-

vantage of the local sites as well - see right 

 Staff is busy providing varied learning experiences as you 

can see in this edition of the Bobcat Tales  - what wonder-

ful activities. 

 Join us on December 20 to hear our band students playing 

their new instruments.  All of our students love to perform 

for their parents, friends, and the community! 
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SBCEO Salute To Teachers 

Distinguished Mentor Award 
On November 3rd, 2018, Toni Roberts was honored and celebrated at the 
Santa Barbara County Education Office's (SBCEO) Salute To Teachers 
with a Distinguished Mentor Award. Ms. Roberts has been teaching for 31 
years at Santa Ynez Elementary School. She currently teaches 7th/8th 
English and is a member of the district's Multi-Tiered System of Support 
team, is the coordinator and teacher of the school’s Achievement Via Indi-

vidual Determination (AVID) program, serves on the negotiations committee, and coaches cheer-
leading. Ms. Roberts was the SBCEO Teacher Induction Program Mentor for five of the thirteen 
classroom teachers at Santa Ynez Elementary School.  Congratulations! 

Fall Happenings 

College SD participated in the Great California 

ShakeOut followed by a Fire Drill on Oct. 18.  

The Great California ShakeOut is an annual opportunity to practice 
how to be safer during big earthquakes: "Drop, Cover and Hold On." 
The ShakeOut has also been organized to encourage you, your com-
munity, your school, or your organization to review and update emer-
gency preparedness plans and supplies, and to secure your space in 
order to prevent damage and injuries.  
 
2018 is the 10th Anniversary of the 
ShakeOut which began 
in Southern California in 2008. 

The Great California ShakeOut - October 18 at 10:18 a.m. 

https://www.shakeout.org/california/dropcoverholdon
https://www.shakeout.org/california/history
https://www.shakeout.org/california/howtoparticipate
https://www.shakeout.org/california/howtoparticipate
http://www.earthquakecountry.org/step1


Fourth Grade Overnight Field Trip -  

Spirit of Dana Point 
By Anthony Bruemmer, 4th GradeTeacher 

Sponsored by the Santa Barbara Maritime Museum, Col-
lege School District 4th graders spent the night aboard a 
100-foot ship named the Spirit of Dana Point in the Santa 
Barbara harbor. This tall ship is an accurate and working 
replica of the merchant ship that Richard Henry Dana Jr. 
sailed on from Boston to Santa Barbara (at the time Alta 
California) in 1834-1836. The kids were split into four 
crews (hide gatherers, boatswains, line handlers, and rig-
gers) and each crew had a First Mate who was the only 
one allowed to communicate with the ship's Captain. They 
spent the day working together to operate the ship and 
gather hides, communicating and team building. They 
spent the night below the deck in small bunks stacked 
closely together. Each crew also had Night Watch from 
either 10pm-12am, 12-am-2am, 2am-4am, or 4am-6am. It 
was an adventure for all! 
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The TK class joined the Kindergarten and First Grade classes for a fabulous 

trip to Summerset Farms Pumpkin Patch. We learned about many kinds of 

pumpkins, including the turban squash. We took a tour of the farm on a little 

train. The bounce house was also a great hit! We wandered in and out of the 

beautiful corn maze spiral. We chose quite a variety of pumpkins to take back 

to class and graph the various properties of the pumpkins. By Teri Turner, TK Teacher 
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STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and 
Mathematics) curricula units, clubs, events, field trips, 
and presentations are a regular part of the daily life at College 
SD.   

The Arts were highlighted this fall when the band 
students received brand new instruments as the result 
of a $5000 grant award from the Santa Barbara Bowl. 
Ms. Dominguez, Music Specialist worked for three years 
to get the grant. Ms. Dominquez reported that they were 
able to purchase 7 trumpets, 6 clarinets, 1 alto saxo-
phone, and 1 trombone. Come and hear them play at 
the Holiday Program on Dec. 20. 
 
6th Grade Science Camp 
from Laurel Patterson, 6th Grade Teacher 

6th grade science camp was a blast! Held this year at 
Camp Whittier, students learned about fire ecology. On 
a short hike, students got to see the sight where the 
Whittier Fire started. Students also investigated what 
causes a fire to grow rapidly, and discussed the life cy-
cle of forest fires. On the second day at camp, students 
hiked to Cachuma Lake and explored the visitor's cen-
ter, learning about local flora and fauna. They finished 
the day with a student favorite: Night Hike, where stu-
dents observed the night sky and participated in a Cour-
age Walk. On our third day, students visited Shale Hill 
and interacted with our local geological features. Stu-
dents also participated in a variety of choice activities 
including rock climbing, boating on Cachuma Lake, ar-
chery, and a 7 mile hike to a waterfall! The students had 
a fantastic week at camp, and were excited to return 
home to share their experiences with their families. 6th 
graders can attest- science camp with The Outdoor 
School is the best!  



FALL ATHLETICS                                 
 Girl’s Basketball Season by Greg 

Blessings, Athletic Director 

A Team - The Girls basketball season 

wrapped up with the Lady Bobcats com-

peting in the annual Valley Basketball 

Tournament.  This year Santa Ynez went in as the 6th seeded 

team.  They lost a close first round game to Solvang 22 to 18 and then dropped a hard fought battle to Los 

Olivos to conclude their season.  The Lady Bobcats were led by 8th graders Alleena Madrid and Jasmine 

Gonzalez all year.  They were strong rebounders, passers and led the team in scoring almost every game.  

7th graders Lizbeth Ortiz stepped up this season and took on most of the ball handling responsibilities 

while fellow 7th grader Elizabeth Vergara scored her first points on the A team.  Coach Brian Patterson and 

Greg Blessing would like to thank all the girls who played on the 2018 A Team.   
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B Team - This years B team had a successful year ending the season with 6 wins 2 losses and 1 
tie.  Leading scorer Isabella Jianni and point guard Alapay Zavalla were the main focal points of the 
Lady Bobcats offense and defense.  Both girls are 6th graders and will be a great addition to the A 
team next year.  Each girl on the B team improved over the course of the 10 game schedule.  Every girl 
contributed in their own special way.  Dayanara Gonzalez was an excellent rebounder and defend-
er.  Gabriela Rodriguez was the team’s leading rebounder and scored the winning basket to beat Los 
Olivos at the end of the game.  Coach Greg Blessing and Brian Patterson would like to thank all the 
girls who played on the B team this season. 

Bubble Rush  
        2018 Fun Run 
 

This years Fun Run will consist of the Bubble Run or 
how we like to call it at Santa Ynez the Bubble 
Rush!  Students TK through 8th grade will be running 
through Bubble Machines, bubble wands, teachers 
will have bubble guns and there will be plenty of bub-
bles to go around for the students.  Students are en-
couraged to run as many laps as they can.  Parents are welcomed to come 
join in on the fun a well. Lunch was held on the lawn at noon. 

Proceeds from the pledge donations for laps completed during the fun run will bene-
fit the physical education department. The main goal is to install a GaGa Pit on the 
playground. Greg Blessings, Athletic Director 

 
Gaga is a fast paced, high energy sport played in an octagonal pit. The more players the 
better! Dubbed a kinder gentler version of dodge ball, the game is played with a soft foam ball, and 
combines the skills of dodging, striking, running, and jumping, while trying to hit opponents with a ball 

below the knees. Players need to keep moving to avoid getting hit by the ball. Fun and easy, every-
one gets a serious workout. 

                             A Team  B Team  



College School District 

3525 Pine St. 
Santa Ynez, CA 93460 
Phone: 805-686-7300 
Fax: 805-686-7305 

Website: collegeschooldistrict.org 
Visit often for additional pictures of the 

Holiday Performance. 

College School District—Developing World Class Learners...Through STEAM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and Mathematics))  

   Halloween Parade on 
October 31 through 
downtown Santa Ynez.  
Fall art projects cele-
brate the season! 


