
The 2020-21 school year proves to be a year of 
firsts!  Whether you are attending school for the first time 
as a Transitional Kindergarten student, Kindergartener, 
new student to our school, or a returning student, we wel-
come you to the College School District as we opened 
school in August with it being the first time with a distance 
learning model.  

The coronavirus has touched or impacted each life in our 
community. “Normal” is not a word that is easily defined 
today or even tomorrow. As the principal of College/Santa 
Ynez Elementary, I have wished for the normal of yester-
day, the normal of our students playing, laughing or prac-
ticing their instruments during recess and lunch, and en-
gaged in learning in their classrooms.  

We were all happy to see our students’ faces on October 
13th when we were allowed small cohorts on campus. As 
the County’s COVID-19 numbers declined we were able 
to open our doors to all our students on November 2nd. 
We continue to be committed in taking comprehensive 
and thoughtful measures to create a school environment 
that is both safe and student-centered, focused on growth 
and learning. 

We are happy to say that we now have 70% of our stu-
dents on campus for daily instruction in TK-6th grade and 
continue with a small cohort in the 7/8th grade. As we 
move forward into the holidays, we can’t let our guard 
down. We still need to practice wearing masks and social 
distancing to slow the spread of the virus. We are looking 
forward to the return of all students and getting our 
schools back to normal. 

 

I wish all our Bobcat Families a safe 
and happy holiday! 
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 F ro m P r i nc i p a l   
   Ma ur e ne  Do n ne r  
 Minimum Day Fri. Dec. 18 

No School -  
Holiday  Vacation 

Mon. Dec. 21 to 
Tues. Jan. 4, 2021 

WELCOME 
2021 

 

Martin Luther King 
(MLK) Holiday 

Mon. Jan. 18 

Parent—Teacher  
Conferences 

Mon. Jan. 25 to 
Fri. Jan. 29 

 
Mid-Winter Break 

 
February 15—19 

School Board Changes 
 

College School District welcomes new 
School Board members Calisse    
Courtney and Erica Jane Flores. The 
Board will install the new members on 
December 11. We look forward to 
working with you. 
 
We would also like to thank Sal Avila 
and Kathleen Jackson for their ser-
vice to the College School District! 

"Please visit and "Like" our 
Santa Ynez Elementary 
School  Facebook page!  
You can search for "Santa 
Ynez Elementary School" 

while in Facebook, or go to www.facebook.com/
CSDBobcats  to find and "Like" us.  Our staff enjoys 
posting updates about our school and students. We 
would love for you to join our online community."  - Mr. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCSDBobcats&data=02%7C01%7C%7Caf0463c2f48848db092408d7689c88d5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637092893831034754&sdata=hKgRcOgfN8W31TSeG%2BbkcVh7Mf0MtLYpJ8LCm7x3p
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCSDBobcats&data=02%7C01%7C%7Caf0463c2f48848db092408d7689c88d5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637092893831034754&sdata=hKgRcOgfN8W31TSeG%2BbkcVh7Mf0MtLYpJ8LCm7x3p
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Welcome to College SD 

Mary Howell, TK/RTI teacher— I live in Santa Ynez with my husband and our two young children. I've been 

teaching for 8 years but have had a passion for education ever since I was a child. I enjoy working with my stu-

dents  every day. They inspire me to be creative and curious about the world around me. I admire their motiva-

tion to learn and their positive energy. I am honored to be a part of the Bobcat family!      

Ashlee Madrid, 5th grade teacher—I am a long time SYV resident, and I am super happy to teaching in 5th 

grade here at CSD. I have two daughters who keep me busy as well. My daughters and I love to get outdoors, 

play sports, bake and travel. I have taught for 15 years, in many places, covered many subjects, and I love what 

I do. I feel very fortunate to have a career I love, and I look forward to many more years of learning.   

Megan Tomasini, Health-aide—I’m happy to be a part of the College School District family as their new Health-

aide during the challenging times of the pandemic.  I was hired as a Health-aide with my current medical back-

ground.  I arrive each morning to screen all staff and students before they enter the school campus.  I have        

created a “sick room” on both campuses. If a child was to have any symptoms related to COVID-19, I stay with 

them until their parents are able to pick them up. This allows for the additional safety of all students and staff. I 

also assist our school nurse Janette Porter with other medical duties. I’m looking forward to meeting all the        

students as they return back to campus. 

Our best wishes to Laura Olssen who retired this year.  We miss you and remember our time together fondly.  

Santa Ynez Elementary School Receives the PBIS Community Cares Medal 

Santa Ynez Elementary School was the only school in Santa Barbara County to receive the award. Staff always attended the annual 
conference.  This year they attended the virtual PBIS conference. 
 
PBIS supports schools, districts, and states to build systems capacity for implementing a multi-tiered approach to social, emotional 
and behavior support. The broad purpose of PBIS is to improve the effectiveness, efficiency and equity of schools and other agen-
cies. PBIS improves social, emotional and academic outcomes for all students, including students with disabilities and students from 
underrepresented groups. 
We had the opportunity to use the Positive Behavior Matrix which we will implement as part of  our Multiple Tiered System of Support 
(MTSS) grant.  
  
The Positive Behavior Matrix highlights three areas:  
Be Safe—Be Responsible—Be Respectful. 
The students and teachers are working on what these three statements actually mean in daily school life. For example, what does  
BE SAFE mean in the classroom, in the hallway/sidewalk, on the playground, in the restroom, in the gym or at an assembly, and on 
the bus or a field trip. The students make these three common sense goals become real to them in a way so they know what behav-
iors will make them happen 

Our Staff knows 
how to have fun! 
 
Annette Shimamura,  
Ashlee Madrid 
Cory Stephens 
Amanda Wright 
Maurene Donner 
Tom Haines 
Stephanie Lewis 
Laurel Patterson 
Ronnie Tow 

https://www.pbis.org/pbis/getting-started
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  Mary Howell’s 

TK students    

enjoying fall with 

turkey hats and 

beautiful fall 

trees. 

 

From Stephanie Lewis’ 

Kindergarten Class 

Above: Kinders gone 

batty! 

Other Kindergarten ac-

tivities included: 

Sorting leaves after col-

lecting them. 

Enjoying painting self-

portraits outside! 

Virtual Tour of the Fire-

house with Firefighter 

Egan DeLos Cobos 

Fire dog art on Zoom 

Mrs. Patterson’s 1st grade 

class, “We have enjoyed 

both distance learning and 

in person time together. Our 

students have had opportu-

nities to learn outdoors 

more, do STEAM activities 

and are looking forward to 

creative ways we can learn 

together.” 
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Students back on campus! 

3rd grader teacher Cory Stephens with Maluk . His  detailed artwork is to the right. 

 

Mr. Bruemmer’s students took a Virtual Tour of La Purisima Mission. The students 

enjoyed watching the blacksmith at work. 4th graders have been going to 45-

minute virtual field trips each Friday for the past three weeks and will end up seeing 

a total of six special focuses all about mission life put on by the park's docents and 

park rangers. Students each log into a special Zoom webinar where they are able to 

interact with the docents and rangers, and myself. I am made a "panelist" so I can 

chat individually to students during the presentation and students are able to      

answer and ask questions to the presenters live while they show the kids around 

and talk about the mission's history.   

Annette Shimamura’s 8th graders 

showing off cars on the left and their 

art work on the right. 
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                                 Bobcats Stay Active During At Home Learning 

With the 2020 Valley League sports season put on hold our 
Bobcats are finding other ways to stay active and keep their 
bodies strong and in shape. One of our star 8th graders Allison 
Willis has not missed a step in her dance career. She currently 
dances 12 hours per week taking classes in ballet, pointe, jazz, 
hip-hop, and contemporary. She says that her favorite classes 
are her contemporary classes and her hip-hop classes because 
they allow her to be a bit more creative in her movement and 
express how she's feeling. The hope is that there will be a per-
formance at Center Stage Theater in Solvang in May but, even 
if a performance is not possible, Ali will continue to stay posi-
tive and dance as much as possible. It's something she wants to 
do for the rest of her life. The Bobcat community all wish Ali 
well and encourage her to strive to do her best. 

Another star 8th Grader RJ Jackson has not let his soccer skills 
go to waste either. He has been traveling to Santa Barbara three 
days per week to practice with the Santa Barbara Soccer Club. 
Practices range from 2 to 3 hours. The Bobcat community ap-
plaud RJ for his dedication and hard work. 

Dancer Allison Willis and  

8th grader soccer player, RJ   

Jackson 

From Annette Shimamura— Some of 

our 7th graders submitted pictures of 

outside activities they like to do after 

their class time on Zoom. 
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A Most Unusual Halloween Celebration! 

The 2020 Halloween Celebration was not a parade down the street 

in downtown Santa Ynez.  It happened on campus and it was the 

first time teachers saw many of their students this school year.  

On Friday afternoon Oct. 30, students from kindergarten through 

eighth grade donned their Halloween costumes and came to cam-

pus in their respective time slots, with 20 minutes for each grade. 

 

The event was reported on the front page of  Santa Barbara News 

Press on Halloween. “When students and their parents arrived, 

they received temperature checks, walked through the quad hall-

ways of campus and met each teacher at their doorways. Soon  

after the first time slot, skeletons, witches, princesses, sports play-

ers and superheroes were buzzing around campus, socially dis-

tanced. 

Their teachers, also dressed up, slid small, pre-packaged treats 

down 6.5-foot long chutes made from PVC piping.”  

 

The students had a wonderful time and enjoyed seeing their  

teachers! 

Mrs. Patterson and her STEAM Class 
One of the candy chutes! Clever ideas! 

4th graders celebrating! 3rd graders Halloween 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCSDBobcats&data=02%7C01%7C%7Caf0463c2f48848db092408d7689c88d5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637092893831034754&sdata=hKgRcOgfN8W31TSeG%2BbkcVh7Mf0MtLYpJ8LCm7x3p

