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7/8th Grade NYC/Washington DC Trip

Dear Bobcat Families,
This year has come and gone, and the summer fun will be starting.

In spite of the many challenges we faced this
year, we came out on top. Our Bobcat staff
and students worked very hard to make our
school year a great learning experience. We
received the CA Pivotal Practice Award for
2022 for our great efforts and this was a
huge honor. A celebratory event was held
with a school wide BBQ on June 7th and we
will proudly fly our new flag.
I hope all students will continue to expand
their learning this summer by participating in
the Solvang Library program. It’s important
for students to read and practice math facts,
to avoid the learning loss that students face
without being in school.
Thank you as always, for helping us wrap up
a great year here at College/Santa Ynez Elementary! Your help, encouragement and
partnership go a long way to making this a
special place to be. Have a wonderful, safe
and fun summer!
Maurene Donner

7th/8th at
the Capitol

7th/8th Grade at the
White House

Dinner Cruise
on the Potomac

Tomb of Unknown Soldier

Chaperones

Twenty-two 7th and 8th grade students and chaperones took a trip of a lifetime. Melanie Jimenez,
states her favorite day of the trip was the first day
they arrived. Even though we were super tired it
was so fun walking the city of New York. We went
to Central Park, and it was so pretty and so much
different than Santa Ynez. The best part was when
it randomly started to rain, and we all didn’t know
what to do. We were still wet when we took a
speed boat out to see the Statue of Liberty, we all
wanted to get wet because we were already wet.
This was my favorite day and I’ll never forget it.
The group took subways down to see the 911 memorial and Wall Street. Students presented the
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. They
also saw the Broadway play Lion King. Then the

group traveled through Amish County in Pennsylvania on their way to the nation’s capital, Washington D.C.
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Mrs. Howell's TK class has been working so hard this year and are officially ready for Kindergarten! We have learned many new things, shared stories and ideas, and built beautiful friendships.
We celebrated the final trimester with a visit to the Arroyo Burro Beach Trail, participated in the
school-wide Jog a Thon, highlighted our musical talents at the Spring Show, and created lasting
memories during our "Countdown to Summer" activities like "Bubble Day" and "Popsicles at the
Park". Although we will miss each other, we are looking forward to a fun summer ahead!

Mrs. Lewis’ Kindergarten End of the Year Fun

Teagan sharing
her chicks for special share. We are
learning about the
chicken life cycle.

Painting still life
watercolor sunflowers for our life
cycle of plants.

Summertime
2

Students study the
life cycle of a butterfly and let our butterflies go during a Butterfly tea party.

Popsicles and
Bubbles
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What’s Your Passion?
2nd graders in Mrs. Elliott and Miss Erica’s class spent the month of May exploring their passions by participating in a passion project dedicated to their hobbies and interests. Each student selected his/her own topic which covered dance, art, baseball, football, surfing, guard
dogs, cute cats, trains and more. Each piece of the magazine was dedicated to the topic
each student selected. Because they chose their own topics, based on their passion, students were very motivated to work on the elements of their magazine. Magazines such as
“Dancing Supreme”, “Surfing Refugio”, “Minecraft Warden”, and “Firefighter Dogs”, each
contained: a Cover, Table of Contents, Poet’s Corner, Fun Facts page, Editorial Opinion
Piece, Daily News How-To or Narrative, an Advice Column, a Wacky Word Search, Laughing Zone, and a Biography. Students utilized Google Slides to type in their articles and extras while inserting graphics and captions to add color and iterest in their magazines. While
attending Open House, parents and family members were very impressed with the variety
of magazines and the writing and computer skills demonstrated by 2nd graders. Who
knows, possibly one or more of them will become published writers in the future.

4th Grade:
1. Jack Rodriguez
2. Halo Nava
3. Stephen Saenz
4. Niki Ball

5th Grade:
1. Merek Stufkosky
2. Allizzon Villa
3. Parker Tow
4. Kristin Ruiz

6th Grade:
1. Joel Ochoa
2. Andrea Garcia
3. Soraya Courtney
4. Mason Cerna

On May 31, 2022 12 students represented College School District at the Math Super
Bowl held at Earl Warren Showgrounds. 384 students and 30 schools participated! Students competed in multiple individual and team competitions. They practiced each
week on practice tests and math skills. It was a fun time had by all and the students did
great!

Mrs. Yancy’s ELD Students Shine
This year has been another wonderful year. All English learners have been working hard to master their English
Language skills at the same time they are mastering their academic skills. We were able to reclassify 5 students with the scores from last year. This year we tested earlier and the scores came back already for the 3rd
to 8th grade students. I am pleased to say that 5 out of 17 students received a 4 on the ELPAC test which
makes them candidates for reclassification. All met the requirements to be reclassified and we reclassified all 5
of them, so they can start without ELD next year. Thank you to all the students, teachers, and parents for working hard to make sure all achieve the ultimate goal which is to achieve English proficiency. I am very proud of
all of them and I will miss them all in class.
Daniel Navarro - 8th Grade
Oscar Margarito - 6th Grade
Andrea Garcia - 6th Grade
Jair De La Cruz - 7th Grade
Emiliano Rodriguez - 7th Grade

Bryanna Ortiz - 4th Grade
Juan Pablo Guerrero - 4th Grade
Grecia Garcia Gervacio - 4th Grade
Cristian Rodriguez - 5th Grade
Angel Gonzalez - 8th Grade
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3rd Graders in Mr. Stephens’ Class End the Year with Style
The talented students in Mr. Stephens’ class display their artistic talents with caricatures of our brilliant Bobcats and Mother’s Day Cards. Students studied the Chumash
Culture during an Open House where they also showed off their artistic side in their
cave paintings.
Recent field trip to Haskell's beach with Mrs. Elliott's class gave students the opportunity spend the day observing the flora and fauna in the tidepools and along the estuary.

Mr. Bruemmer’s 4th Graders Swim with Heart
4th grade students had a blast by heading to the
YMCA for swimming lessons this Spring! They
learned about different swim strokes and water
safety, and they all jumped in feet first with big
smiles on their faces. Students also enjoyed a
year of learning and growth in our school-wide
small-group reading program called ExCel. Each
student is placed into an enrichment group based
on current reading ability and then challenged
five days a week to increase their reading fluency, comprehension, and writing skills. As always,
the garden was a hit and an always welcome outdoor breath of fresh air. Is that Mr. Haines or Mr.
Bruemmer? Twinning is winning on this student
council sponsored spirit day as pictured in their
matching pants, shirts, and ties! #DreamTeam
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Ms. Asmussen’s Class - Fun with Bikes, Buddies & Robots
5th grade has had such a fun spring at Santa Ynez Elementary!
We loved our time every Thursday working with our 1st grade
buddies! Building robots and teaching them how to use them
was definitely a highlight! We also did some fun science experiments in class and even had our own science fair!
We also piloted a biking program for Coach Blessing for PE! We
spent two weeks learning bike safety and road rules. We practiced around campus and trained on different courses around
the school. Then during three separate days we rode our bikes
all around Santa Ynez! Every child brought their own bike and
helmet and it was so much fun!

We practiced our dance moves and band instruments for the
spring show! All of the hard worked paid off because the kids
rocked the performance!
It has been such a fun year! So many memories were made and
will never be forgotten. We learned so much and it was a blast
working with all of the first grade students. I am sure it will be a
year the students will never forget (and I know I won’t either)!

Mrs. Patterson’s 6th Grade Class Excel at Science Camp
For the first time in three years 6th grade attended The Outdoor School at
Camp Whittier! Science camp is an opportunity for students to become
independent and connect with nature. While there, students slept in cabins, hiked through nature, conquered the night trust walk, and sang songs
around the campfire. This year's students are particularly active, and
many of them took on the challenge of hiking 12 miles to the crest of our
local ridgeline to get a view of Cachuma Lake and the Pacific Ocean.
They were so proud of their accomplishment and they all got a great
night's sleep. Overall, science camp was a bonding experience for the
students and created memories they will have for a lifetime.
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Mr. Tow’s 6-8th Graders Learn to Fly
Mr. Tow’s 6-8th grade STEAM class bought five new drones in May thanks to a
generous grant received by QAD Software Inc. of Santa Barbara. Students began
learning introductory skills of flying a drone. Later exercises challenged Bobcats to
fly the drones autonomously via coding. Teams used their mathematical skills to
launch, travel, take photos, and land a drone to a desired destination! Additionally,
Student Council used the drones to shoot footage of our movie night promo video
as well as the Bobcat Jogathon. Next year, Mr. Tow plans on having the STEAM
class calculate the area of our school rooftops by using drone photography!

Ms. Shimamura’s 7th/8th Graders Become Garden Chefs

Under the guidance of Ms. Sadie, our 7th/8th grade students became chefs using cabbage and other vegetables from the garden to make the best Coleslaw.

5th Grade Builders
Our 5th grade students are using the Engineering
Design Cycle to build the tallest 3D structure using a deck of cards.

Bobcats Shine at Valley Middle School Track Meet
May 20th the Santa Ynez Middle School students competed in the
Valley Track Meet. The meet consists of running events and the
traditional Long Jump. This year the 6th grade Bobcats took home
4 ribbons on the day. For the first time in school history, 6th grade
Xitlay Rodriguez won the girls 400m with a time of 1 minute and 22
seconds. Lylah Reuff came in 3rd place with the time of 1.24 seconds. Lylah Reuff also placed 2nd in the girls 6th grade 200m with
a time of 33.15 seconds. Soraya Courtney placed second in the
girls long jump with a score of 9 feet 10 inches and Oscar Margarito
was only a few seconds behind and finished second in the boys 6th
grade 400m race. Overall it was a successful day for the Bobcat
Athletes. Special thanks for 6th grade teacher Ms. Patterson for
organizing the students and making sure they were on time to their
events. Mr. Tow was an amazing MC for the track event and the
returning athletes look forward to competing next year. Go Bobcats!
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Congratulations Mrs. Donner
Our Superintendent/Principal, Mrs. Maurene Donner, won the Santa Barbara County 2022 Crystal Apple Educator Award as an Administrator. This Crystal Apple Administrator of the Year Award was given
to Mrs. Donner for her dedication, her ability to motivate others, and for the work she does that inspires
students.

Ms. Asmussen and Mr. Tow Awarded Grant from QAD

Ronnie Tow and Charlene Asmussen both received a $1,300 grant from QAD from the county education office for technology. They received their awards on May 27th at a ceremony put on by the county education
office. Mrs. Asmussen used her grant to buy tablets and robots for her classroom. Her 5th grade students
built the robots in teams, recorded videos on how to code and use them, and then taught their 1st grade buddies from Mrs. Patterson’s class how to use the robots! It was a fun-filled week and the kids learned so much!

College School District Families
The California Department of Education announced that we received the 2022 California Pivotal Practice
Award!! This is a new name for Distinguished School Award for 2022, and we were one of only three schools in
all of Santa Barbara County to receive the award. The California Pivotal Practice Award Program was designed
in partnership with our education associations to celebrate districts and schools for offering programs for student
success by highlighting our innovative practices during the 2020–21 school year. I congratulate and appreciate
everyone’s efforts of daily hard work, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
As a 2022 Award Program winner, we will receive a certificate from State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Tony Thurmond in the coming weeks. We will also receive the 2022 California Pivotal Practice Award Program
flag that will be displayed at our school. Cheers to all our Bobcats!

Maurene Donner

